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AN AFFILIATE OF THE MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

|U:> Newsletter By Email — please see page 5! <:|]|
LUNCHEON: “VIETNAM ”

WHERE: HOLIDAY INN—RIiverfront
660 West 3rd Street, COVINGTON, KY

WHEN: FRIDAY, 1 April 2005
TIME: 11:30 AM — Social Time
12:00 PM — Luncheon ......... Program follows Luncheon

Speaker: Fred Bendel

Former Army Ranger of the 25th Infantry Division, Fred Bendel will show us a presentation of
personal pictures taken during his tour in Vietnam (69-70). Mr. Bendel was drafted into the
Army in early 1969. After completing his regular training he was asked if he was interested in
becoming a Ranger and was in the Ranger Class 8-69. He was sent to Vietnam in September of
1969 and was involved in 3 mgjor campaigns with the 25th, as well as the Cambodia invasion
(not considered a campaign, but an operation). He later returned to Ft. Hood in October 1970 to
the Darnell Army Hospital as a medical patient and later discharged from the Army in August
1971.

LUNCHEON RESERVATION: Friday, 1 April 2005—Hoaliday Inn—Riverfront, Covington, KY.

IName: Rank & Service: Spouse/Guests:
(ARE YOU A NEW MEMBER, OR FIRST TIME OUT? )
|Entrée choices: (Includesralls, butter, salad, vegetables, starch, and beverage)

BEEF POT ROAST (w/roasted potatoes)
CHICKEN MARSALA (over Basmati rice)
CAJUN RED BEANS & RICE

Total Reservations @ $17.00=Tota $

Delhi Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45238-5139, (Phone (513) 451-9881) or email: paulf @shriverco.com. Please make reserva

Make Checks payable to GREATER CINCINNATI CHAPTER/MOAA and mail to LTC PAUL FELLINGER, 5493
ionsNLT 29 March. No cancdllations after that date.
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PURPOSES OF THE GREATER CINCINNATI
MOAA CHAPTER

The purposes of Military Officers Association of America as
stated by national are printed on the outside of each
Newsletter. The corresponding purposes of our Chapter

as stated in our BYLAWS, Article Il are:

(a) To promote the purposes and objectives of the
Military Officers Association of America
(b) To foster fraternal relations among retired, active
and former officers of the uniformed services.
(c) To protect the rights and interests of personnel of the
uniformed services and their dependents and survivors.
(d) To provide useful services for members and their
dependents and survivors.
(e) To serve the community and the nation.

Your officers and Board members welcome your comments
and suggestions on steps that may be taken to strengthen
our Chapter and its benefits to all members.

LOCAL Chapter:

CinMoaa News is published to arrive at your home 10 days
before each meeting. Articles and corrections for the News
must be in the hands of editor 4 weeks before each meeting
date. — Mail to CinMoaa News, 8099 Pepper Pike, West
Chester, OH 45069. Or E-mail chmader@fuse.net.

For MOAA National information:
Visit the MOAA Web Site- INTERNET ADDRESS

HTTP://www.moaa.org

TAPS

WO1 James Cummings, USAR - CincyMOAA Past

President
If you know a member of MOAA who has past away, please let us
know so we may passit on.

MEETINGS - Mark your Calendars NOW!

REGULAR MEETINGS FOR 2005 (all at Holiday I nn- Riverfront, Covington)

Fridays: Feb 4 (lunch), Apr 1 (lunch), June 3 (lunch), Aug 5 (lunch), Oct 7 (lunch), Dec 2 (lunch)
BOARD MEETINGS - Nava Reserve Center - Gilbert Ave & Victory Parkway,

Fridays at 1300 hrs.

In 2005: January 7, March 4, May 6, July 8, September 9, November 4.

Spouses and guests are welcome at al meetings.

his columns.

NEXT MEETING

In June our guest speaker will be Peter Bronson, Enquirer Columnist and former Editor of the Editorial page
as well as author of at least one book, Cincinnati, For Pete’s Sake. His book is largely an assemblage of some of




MOAA UPDATES

Op-Ed Myopia- A Tuesday New York Times op-ed piece raised eyebrows among the MOAA staff and
members around the country by carping about the cost of TRICARE For Life, concurrent receipt, SBP, and other
recent legidation. Author Cindy Williams, aresearch scientist at MIT, said the cost of these and other benefits
are aweight on the DoD budget and don't do anything to help current retention.

Wrong on both counts. Congress, with strong support from MOAA and The Military Coalition, has shifted TFL
and concurrent receipt funding responsibility out of the DoD budget to ensure that funding is additive to other
DoD budget needs. And past experience has shown clearly that retention of today's forceis, in fact, affected by
retirement benefits.

MOAA President VADM Norb Ryan, Jr.'s (USN-Ret) January 12 |etter to the Times provided aforceful rebuttal
to the "factual errors and ill-founded assertions” in Williams' piece.

See VADM Ryan's letter on MOAA's Web site at http://www.moaa.org/Legislative/NY T _Ltr.pdf.

Williams' op-ed piece can be viewed at http://www.nytimes.com/2005/01/11/opinion/11williams.html
(unfortunately, the Times requires alog-in procedure for access to editorials, and MOAA can't publish the text
because of copyright limitations).

Administration Proposes Feesfor VA Health Care- They're back. The administration's FY 2006 budget
request once again proposes a $250 usage fee for about 2.3 million priority 7 and 8 veterans enrolled in VA care.
Priority 7 and 8 veterans are those with no compensabl e disabilities, and who have incomes above a
geographically adjusted means-test level.

The administration is also reviving its proposal to increase pharmacy co-payments from $7 to $15 for priority 7
and 8 veterans. Disabled, indigent, and special needs veterans, (priorities 2-6) would be exempt from increased
drug co-payments. Only severely disabled veterans (category 1) are exempt from all drug co-payments.

Last year, the administration sought similar $250 "enrollment" fees and drug co-pay increases from category 7
and 8 veterans. Congress quickly rejected both proposals.

Some have criticized the new VA budget request as "smoke and mirrors' because it masks the continuing
funding vs. caseload mismatch in VA health care that has caused lengthy waiting lists in recent years. The
President's own VA health care Task Force report recommended in May 2003 that the VA system should be fully
funded to meet the needs of all veterans enrolled in priorities 1-7, but administration budget officials seem to
have ignored that message. Instead, they again propose charging some veterans to fund improvements for others.

MOAA fully supportsinitiatives that free disabled and indigent veterans from some cost-shares including the
budget's plan to cover enrolled veterans' out-of-pocket expenses for emergency care obtained outside the VA
system and to exempt VA hospice care from co-payments.

Those are good things, for sure. However, this budget says the government doesn't want to pay for the care of
the veterans it already has agreed to treat. Rather than stepping up to that funding obligation, it would prefer to
make them wait months for access and sel ectively impose usage fees and co-pays in the hope that thiswill drive
an estimated 213,000 veterans away from the system.

We'd rather see the government step up to meet its own funding obligations than resort to "robbing Peter to pay
Paul."



OPERATION IRAQI CHILDREN PROJECT UPDATE

$2500 CHALLENGE FOR OPERATION IRAQI CHILDREN PROJECT

A donor hasissued a $2500 challenge. All
donations received up to atotal of $2500 will be
"Smatched one for one, so double your money by
- . _donating now! Send your check (made out to
Bk Greater Cincinnati Chapter/MOAA) in any
> *“amount to LTC Paul Fellinger, 5493 Delhi Road,
¥ Cincinnati, OH 45238 as soon as possible. We
_wmsswant to claim ALL of the $2500 challenge!

OPERATION IRAQI CHILDREN (OIC) -
Update

U.S, Forces and others have helped rebuild, rehab
and repair over 4000 Iragi school and now nearly
~4.5 million Iragi children are enrolled in al
primary schools. Thisincludes many young girls

A i n : ho were not previously allowed to attend
school. However, there's a severe shortage of everyday student supplies. The OIC project aleviates this problem
by providing a standard kit of 10 itemsin a2-gallon ziplock bag. Our military personnel distribute these to the
children.

Y our chapter launched the project locally in December 2004. All donations go only to purchase supplies,
assemble kits and ship them to a VFW operated consolidation warehouse in Kansas City. From there, FedEx
transports them to Iraq free of further cost. Nationwide, nearly 100,000 student kits have been sent to Iraq to
date. Thetotal needisestimated at 1 - 2 million.

Local Progressto date:

- We have assembled and shipped 492 kits.

- Dave Elchuk, Fields Ertel Rd. Wal-Mart Manager, mow stocks large quantities of all items -
reserved for the OIC project exclusively so we can convert donations into kits- FAST.

- The youth group of Messiah Lutheran Church assembles the kits as a volunteer project.

- We have received a $2500 CHALLENGE donation.

- COL Dean Smittleisworking to get wider publicity for our project.

This agreat project which helps young children go to school AND helps build rapport between our troops and
the local population as the school kits are being distributed. A real win - win!

What Can Y ou do to help?

1. Send donations to Paul Fellinger - see $2500 CHALLENGE above.

2. Publicize the OIC project in other groups to which you belong. Two of our members have
aready done so, yielding donations totaling $350.

3. Start you own project in your church, scout troop, service club, etc.

Foe moreinfo, call CAPT Jack Meyer, 489-7361 or go to www.operationiragichildren.org



2005 DUESARE DUE! Please pay now- | F you haven't done so.

To determine whether your dues are paid, please check your address sticker on the other side of thisform. The
last two digits on the top line indicate the latest year for which your dues are paid. (Life members show
LIFE). If your two-digit number is 04 or lower, please return this form (with your name sticker on reverse) along
with a check for your dues. Please mark your selection of dues (one year, multi-year or life). For those of you
who receive your newsletter by email, you will receive a separate notice of Dues.

M ember ship Renewal. Your email address please:

Regular Member _ $28for threeyears  $19 for two years _ $10.00 for one year

. o ) LIFE MEMBERSHIP FEES
Auxiliary M ember (as the surviving spouse of a deceased officer)
(Feeis based on your age, nearest birthday)

. S$l4forthree years _ $9.50 for two years _ $5.00 for one year Regular  Auxiliary

) ) Age up to 55 $161.25  $80.00

Pleaserenew asa LI FE member. (Please circle amount in fee schedule.) Age 56 to 70 $12750 $63.75
o ) Age 71 t0 89 $ 9375  $46.90

Make check payableto: Greater Cincinnati Chapter / MOAA Age90andover  $ 1000  $ 5.00

Mail Renewal form and check to:
L TC Paul Fellinger, 5493 Delhi Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45238-5139

-------------------------- cut here ---——--------- Dues Form ---------------------CUt her @-------------=--m-mmemeemme-
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL

For those who have elected to receive their newdletter by email, welcome and we hope you enjoy the flexibility
it allows. It has allowed usto cut back on postage costs. If you would like to receive the newsletter by email or
have not yet seen the email version, please let us know by sending an email to CWO3 Kym Mader, Newsl etter
Editor at chmader @fuse.net. The newsletter isin PDF format read by Adobe Acrobat Reader, a free download at
the following web site: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html . If anyone is having problems
reading the newsletter please make sure you have the latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader. Even if you don’t
want to receive the newsletter by email, you can still update your records with your current email address. We
have run across some that are out of date. We are working on notices for Dues and you should be seeing them
shortly.

LAST MEETING

We had approximately 36 members and guests attend the last meeting where we were given a slide show by
COL Dean Smittle, USAF, Ret. on why “Special Operations Forces are Special”. He told us of the roles and
training of the Specia Operations Forces as well as the variety of air capabilities, use of technology, and
unmanned capabilities. The history of the Special Operations Forces includes the merger of all Special
Operations Units from all branches of the services under one command. He also gave us alook at how they were
being used in the current conflict aswell as alook at the future of Special Operations Forces and the capabilities
to come. We were also visited by the Channel 9 camera crew. Capt Jack Meyer reported that the”Help Iraqi
School Children” project has produced overwhelming results. See page 4 for more details.

PA SYSTEM BEING SOUGHT
In response to member comments about difficulty in hearing parts of past programs, the Board is investigating
the acquisition of our own state of the art public address system. If you have any ideas or suggestions, contact
LTC Paul Fellinger or MAJ Thomson.

CINCYMOAA Web Site

Coming soon to an internet near you, the Cincinnati MOAA Chapter website www.cincymoaa.org . Expect to
seeit online in the next couple of weeks. On thisweb site you will find information about the chapter, calendar
of events, photos, adirectory of local Congressional Officials, copies of current and past newsletters, forms and
applications, and links to other military and interesting sites and more. Keep checking for it’s debut. Give us
your feedback on what you would like to see.
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